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A report by the Sao Paulo Military Police (PM) released Jan. 29 confirmed the PM's responsibility
in the deaths of 111 inmates at Sao Paulo's Carandiru prison on Oct. 2, 1992. During the operation,
which was authorized by the Sao Paulo state government, 537 PM agents took control of the prison
in order to quell a small uprising by inmates. In the ensuing massacre 111 prisoners were killed
and 130 were injured with bullet wounds, knife wounds, blows from wooden and steel clubs and
by police attack dogs (see NotiSur 10/06/92, 10/13/92, 12/15/92 for coverage of the massacre and
independent reports on the events.) The official investigation confirmed previous reports by
journalists and human rights groups that many of the victims were killed while in their cells or
after having surrendered. The PM agents claim they used their weapons in response to gunfire
from the prisoners and said they confiscated 13 pistols and revolvers from inmates. However,
there is no concrete evidence that any of the 23 police agents injured during the operation were
hit by bullets from inmate's weapons. PM deputy director Col. Luiz Gonzaga de Oliviero who
headed the investigation said 71 agents have indicated that they shot their weapons in self-defense,
but no one has yet been determined to be responsible for the deaths due to incomplete ballistic
reports. The report concluded that although the PM troops committed "excesses," it is "difficult to
determine individual responsibility." Sao Paulo military prosecutor Roque Lombardo said the state
prosecutor's office has sufficient evidence to charge about 100 PM agents and officers with homicide
and abuse of power. (Sources: Reuter, Agence France-Presse, 01/28/93; Spanish news service EFE,
01/27/93, 01/29/93)
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